New efficient construction of the ABC core of the taxoids via a sequence of consecutive cobalt(I)-mediated [2 + 2 + 2] and [4 + 2] cyclizations.
[reaction: see text] A new and efficient sequence of two consecutive cyclizations, a cobalt(I)-mediated [2 + 2 + 2] cyclotrimerization and a Diels-Alder reaction, is proposed to allow the formation of the ABC core of the taxoids in 65% overall yield, starting from an acyclic polyunsaturated precursor.